Study abroad planning worksheet
This document is designed to help you understand what you want to get out of your study abroad experience and gather information while comparing program options. If you need help, talk to representatives in the Global Education Office and your academic advisor.
Write down 1-3 goals you have for your study abroad experience. They can be as general or specific as you want!
1.  
2.  
3.  

Rank the following factors for your study abroad experience by highlighting the relevant box in each row. This will help you identify your priorities and “must-haves” when comparing programs. Add any relevant notes to the table.
	Highlight to score your priorities
	1 - not important
	2 - somewhat important
	3 - very important

	Program type
	I'm open to any type of program
	I'm looking at a couple types of programs:
	I'm looking at a specific program type:

	Cost
	My budget is open
	My budget range is:
	My budget range is:

	Location
	I'm open to any location
	I have a few location considerations:
	I must meet these location considerations:

	Duration
	I can study abroad for any amount of time
	I want to study abroad in this date range:
	I want to study abroad in this date range:

	Experiencing cultural differences
	I want to study abroad where the culture is pretty similar to my own
	I want to study abroad where the culture is somewhat different from my own
	I want to study abroad where the culture is very different from my own

	Immersion level
	I don’t need many opportunities to interact with locals and learn about the culture
	I would like some opportunities to interact with locals and learn about the culture
	I want to frequently interact with locals and learn about the culture

	Program extras (internship, research, volunteering, etc.)
	I don't need anything other than study abroad
	I'm interested in __________ if possible
	I want to ____________________

	Courses
	I'm flexible with the courses I take/requirements I need to meet
	I have a variety of program requirements I could work toward:
	I must be able to take certain types of courses:

	Other
	
	
	

	Other
	
	
	

	Other
	
	
	



Use the table below to compare program options with each other and with the criteria you indicated in the table above. Highlight any rows with a factor you rated 3 above.
Fill in the table below with program information in the first column. Then, in the second column for each program, refer to your ratings in the table above to determine if the program meets your criteria. Lastly, you can determine if a program is a good option for you. (If you have some N’s in the criteria column, it may not be!)
	
	[Fill in: Program name, link website]
	Meets criteria?
(Y, N, n/a)
	[Fill in: Program name, link website]
	Meets criteria? 
(Y, N, n/a)
	[Fill in: Program name, link website]
	Meets criteria?
(Y, N, n/a)
	[Fill in: Program name, link website]
	Meets criteria?
(Y, N, n/a)

	Program type
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Cost
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Location 
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Duration
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Cultural difference
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Immersion level
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Program extras
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Possible major courses*
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Possible Pathways 
courses*
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Possible free electives*
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Other
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Other
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Other
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Is this program a good option for me? (Y/N)
	
	
	
	



Now that you have some good options, consider: How will I be able to meet my goals (page 1) on each of these programs?
1.  
2.   
3.   

* Use the program requirements/checksheet for your catalog year (typically the year you started at VT) to understand your degree requirements. Talk to your academic advisor if you have questions. Use the institution/provider website to find course options available to you (open to visiting students, taught in a language you speak, etc.). Note a few courses that sound interesting or applicable toward your degree or career goals. You may want to add a link to the course description for easy access later. Use the transfer equivalency database, course catalog search, and Pathways table of study abroad courses to make your best guess at how these courses abroad may be applicable to your degree. Your transfer credit will be formally reviewed and approved using the Authorization to Take Courses Elsewhere form after you apply to the program. 
	
	
	



