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Message from the Director

TO THE 2020 GRADUATES

Congratulations on your big day! | encourage you to celebrate your accomplishment
and hope this graduation marks just the beginning of a lifelong journey of curiosity,
discovery, leadership and service. Yes, you have earned your degree, but this is merely the
stepping-stone for what is yet to come. Whatever your next endeavor may be, we know
that you will succeed. What makes us so sure? Four
years ago, you came to Virginia Tech fearless and
determined to major in an emerging new scientific
discipline. Possibly not fully grasping the field of
Neuroscience and its scope, you have since learned
about the inner workings of the brain; the brain-
mind connection; you have learned to rely on data
to make evidence-based decisions; you understand
how human emotion is regulated by defined
neurochemicals; you learned the volatility of
memories, and became conversant in mechanisms
of neurological illnesses. You learned how genes
and the environment collaborate to shape human
traits and personality. Most importantly, you

have become a critical thinker and a person who

is eager to impart on the world the power of Dr. Harald Sontheimer
knowledge. I.D. Wilson Chair and Professor
Executive Director
School of Neuroscience

| leave you with one challenge and it is not a
simple one: “Make a difference in the world.”
Always ask for evidence and the data that supports decisions we make individually or in
society. | know you will succeed. | thank you for choosing Neuroscience as your degree
and share pride in your future accomplishments.

Good luck and congratulations.
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Student Commencement Speakers

Lauren Haacke

Lauren is an Experimental Neuroscience major. She is the co-founder and President of the
student organization Synapse, serves on the founding executive committee for Nu Rho Psi,
has been an undergraduate researcher for the Sontheimer laboratory, and is a research
ambassador the College of Science. Lauren was selected as Virginia Tech’s Undergraduate
Student of the Year. She was also selected as a Fulbright Scholar. This fall she will be
studying brain injury and regenerative medicine in Heidelberg, Germany.

ViRGH

‘‘‘‘‘ NIATECH
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Sidharth Madhavan

Sid is a Clinical Neuroscience major. He was an undergraduate researcher in laboratories
of Dr. Matt Buczynski (Neuroscience) and Dr. Bin Xu (Biochemistry). Sid has presented
his research at 9 different venues, is the recipient of several prestigious scholarships and
fellowships, serves as the founding Vice President of Nu Rho Psi, and is among the first

Awards and Special Recognitions

Ambassadors for the School of Neuroscience. This fall, Sid will begin graduate school at the MIA GENUARIO
University of Southern California - Buck Institute PhD program in the Biology of Aging. He

was also recently awarded the USC Provost’s Fellowship for showing outstanding promise SCHOOL OF NEUROSCIENCE
in a career in academic research. OUTSTANDING SENIOR AWARD
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The Outstanding Senior Award recognizes a student with outstanding
performance in academics, extracurricular activities, leadership, and contributions to
the university and/or community.
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RISHI DEVULAPALLI

COLLEGE OF SCIENCE
OUTSTANDING SENIOR RESEARCH AWARD

Just had a rat pee on me

How'’s your day going

The Outstanding Senior Research Award recognizes a student with
demonstrated excellence in undergraduate research.
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LAUREN HAACKE

VIRGINIA TECH UNDERGRADUATE
STUDENT OF THE YEAR

The Undergraduate Student of the Year recognizes a graduating senior
who has achieved overall excellence during their undergraduate career at Virginia Tech.
This recognition is awarded to a student who has exceptional and balanced achievement

in academics, leadership, and service.
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Our Seniors

' OLUDAMILOLA
. ADESHINA

, | Gainesville, VA
8 CLINICAL NEUROSCIENCE

FAVORITE MEMORY:
“Becoming a Schesl of TVeursocience Ambasoadsr, allending Chi Alpha Winler Formalo, and gradualing from
behind, a laplep ocreen. T lruly thank Ged fsr Theoe lifelsng memsries, cragy jriendd, and. leving family!”

YEA IN AHN

Annandale, VA
CLINICAL NEUROSCIENCE

FAVORITE MEMORY:

“WNew Cadel Week, where Twas o6 |
 lired and deranged, Thall when somesne
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MALIKALI
Virginia Bet
CLINICAL NE

ERIK AK

Chesterfiel
EXPERIMEN
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Our Seniors

MEGAN NICOLE ANSLEY

Alexandria, VA
CLINICAL NEUROSCIENCE

“Uour lime io limilled, 6 don'l waole i living
oomwesne eloe’s life. Nen'l lel The nsive of slhers’

i, ey epiriono drewn sul your swn inner veice. Ayd msol
‘f““"}-»- imperiant, have the courage lo follsw your hearl

-

5 and irdlulion.” -Sleve TJobo

MEGHAN

BABINGTON

Sterling, VA
EXPERIMENTAL
NEUROSCIENCE

FAVORITE MEMORY:
“Bike rided Trsugh the duck pond, dsing hemewsrk in the herlicullure garden, and hammeocking all arsund campuo”
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Our Seniors

Ronceverte, WV
CLINICAL NEUROSCIENCE

FAVORITE MEMORY:
“Flome Joctball gameo in Oclsber”

ROBERT GATES BASS III

Midlothian, VA
EXPERIMENTAL NEUROSCIENCE

GCRIPP

RESEA CH

FAVORITE MEMORY:
“Ty fawsrile memory al “UT wao coneliuo.”
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Our Seniors

SARA BELAY

Washington, DC
LINICAL NEUROSCIENCE

FAVORITE QUOTE:

“THy mivoion in life io nsl merely ls
ourvive,

bul le Whrive; and, o de 06 wilh seme

200I611, DOITE. CONPADIISH, d6Ie. humsP,

and dome olyle.” - THaya Angelsw

MATTHEW DAVID BERGSTRESSER

Charlottesville, VA
CLINICAL NEUROSCIENCE

L

‘r A
;

i
L -,
FAVORITE QUOTE:

e in Tane Sladium “WNeo maller Whe rioko we lake, we alway conoider The end ls be lss- oson, even theugh in life, more than anylhing eloe,
ber day in 2076.” qualily sheuld be msre impsrtart than quanlily.” - Fler Hennsld
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Our Seniors

Aldie, VA
CLINICAL NEUROSCIENCE

FAVORITE QUOTE:
“Pesple may nel remember whal you
daid,

lhey'll remember how you made them ‘

fel?

HANNAH ELIZABETH BIRD

Chesapeake, VA
CLINICAL NEUROSCIENCE

FAVORITE QUOTE:

“Uhal lieo behind uo, and,
whal lieo before
 uo are omall mallers compared
lo whal lieo
within uo.”

Ralph “Walds Emerdon

1
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Front Royal
COGNITIVE
R
o

ST
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[LOR BOYD
erna Park, MD
EUROSCIENCE

_

i,
“ ’ “ ?\Sj.
< ‘“" ;
) AN ‘\: p Y

Newport News,
COGNITIVE AND BEHAVIORAL NEUROSCIENCE

Y BRISCOE FAVORITE MEMORY:
Manassas, VA “Celling ls celebrale ““Wearing the Tradilisn” wilh my beol jriendd odirnce [reohman year. T wao a way le celebrale and
EUROSCIENCE reflect on all. of sur growih Threugh the years and, opend, lime with sur fellsw 900 dlasomalzo”

=
e

PR FAVORITE MEMORY:

RN < V.1ping ls wilers dandman with

Jriendp in lane dladium, &id an
changed.”

v

.....

SAVANNAH KAY BROOKS

Mineral, VA
CLINICAL NEUROSCIENCE
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Our Seniors

ABBY BROWN
Annapolis, MD

FAVORITE MEMORY:
“Stiudying abread. in Tugans, Swiltyerland.”

CHELSEA BUHLER

New York, NY
COGNITIVE AND BEHAVIORAL NEUROSCIENCE

| - FAVORITE
FAVORITE QUOTE: «
“T> never oo lale lo be whe you might have been.” -Ceorge Clisl “We are whal
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Our Seniors

CAMERON ELISE CASHWELL

Virginia Beach, VA
COGNITIVE AND BEHAVIORAL NEUROSCIENCE

FAVORITE
MEMORY:

“ Junisr year Jsstball seavon |

where my riendo

and T Wit the read and made it

lo- every home and

away fselhall game dlarling |
wilh the Florida

Slale game in Tallahaooee.”

GABRIEL M. COLEMAN

Mobile, AL e
CLINICAL NEUROSCIENCE # 7

FAVORITE
MEMORY:

“Faverie memeorieo are jumping
lo Cnller Sandman.”
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Our Seniors

School of Neuroscience | College of Science | Virginia Tech

MIKAYLA ANN COLT

Chesterfield, VA
COGNITIVE AND BEHAVIORAL NEUROSCIENCE

FAVORITE
FAVORITE MEMORY: “THeeling my be
“Orne of the beol wao The sppsrlunily le lo- be my Javerile
oludy abread in Swigerland with the
School of Teursocience.”

| ELLE CORNMAN
“ Midlothian’ VA £ , £ ; e . 3 ¢ 1 ¢ 4 “7 ’ g »{\’Tiﬁ :T?\’B"ehavioral\éaeclsc'f\Es\rousC‘d'e
CLINICAL NEUROSCIENCE AT B R e < :

in the Variable Stress MGdET for, Depgéssion

FAVORITE
“Far and away
i the chance lo

]

s o el X o P R e SRR N T . Pt - ’
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Our Seniors

CAROLINE
DANA DE

Williamsburg, VA
CLINICAL NEUROSCIENCE

FAVORITE QUOTE:

“Teo nol whal happero ls you, bul how you reacl thal mallers.”

LAKE DEANE

Richmond, VA
CLINICAL NEUROSCIENCE

L
— \?z

L

CURDSCIENCE A " FAVORITE QUOTE:
25 it o 3 “Peroeverance iv the hard werk you de- afler you gel lired of the

hard werk yow already did.” -TVewl Gingrich
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Our Seniors

RISHI KASHYAP DEVULAPALLI

Ashburn, VA
CLINICAL NEUROSCIENCE

FAVORITE MEMORY:
“The TVeursocience Sludy Abread program.”

MARIAN

Ashburn, V.
COMPUTATI

NISTHA DUBE

Fairfax, VA
COGNITIVE AND BEHAVIORAL NEUROSCIENCE

e
LA

FAVORITE QUOTE:
“We one io you and thal s your
ouperpower
thal's whal makeo you urique, thal’s
whal i i
aboul you thal will make a difference
in the
werld.”

- Jay Shelly

FAVORITE
* Jumping lo- €nl
cilement with Jri
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Our Seniors

CAITLYN FINN

Chesapeake, VA
COGNITIVE AND
BEHAVIORAL
NEUROSCIENCE

FAVORITE

MEMORY:

“Uou can’ go back and change
the
beginning, bul you can dlart
where you are

and, change the ending.”

Bland, VA S - CS. Tewid
EUROSCIENCE

1q e jourrey.”
SERENA LYNN FLEMING

Ashburn, VA
CLINICAL NEUROSCIENCE

Leesburg, VA
EUROSCIENCE

E MEMORY: FAVORITE MEMORY:
al Virginia Tech b “THy Javerite memsry at Virginia, Tech wabd when T celebraled. my 270t birthday in Tane Sladium and. gol a, picture

a place where you T Do, Folkio, Rird.”
beat riends Jor lje” wilh the F{skie Bird.
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Our Seniors

Sterling, VA
COGNITIVE AND BEHAVIORAL NEUROSCIENCE

Favorite Memory:
“A ourprioe parly for my lwenlielh birthday, becauoe & encapoulales how T have been richly blevsed by the communily of

Jriendp T Jound. here at VT

TEZETA GEATENET

GESSESSE

Springfield, VA
CLINICAL NEUROSCIENCE
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Our Seniors

DANIELA VICTORIA GIL

Woodbridge, VA
EXPERIMENTAL NEUROSCIENCE

FAVORITE MEMORY:
“While The end. of my lime in college might have figgled sul, The
begirning wad mere than T could have hoped for, and TUL cherioh theoe memerieo Jsr he reol of my ljfe.”

s

EMMA ROSE GNATOWSKI

Potomac Falls, VA
EXPERIMENTAL NEUROSCIENCE

FAVORITE MEMORY:
“Jumping ls Criler Sandman al the Clemosn game, lraveling abroad with e Scheol of TVeursocience, and
oinging on dlage al The Tyric Thealer with my a. cappella group, Senoaliono.”
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JARRED
Chesapeak

4
o

v
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Our Seniors

KATIE HOGGE

Clifton, VA
CLINICAL
NEUROSCIENCE

FAVORITE
MEMORY:

“Reing ourreunded by the
beauly of Swilgerland
and an incredible group of B
pesple whe share my '
pavoien fer neursdcience and beyond wao an
opperlurily T never eapecled lo- have and one T

will fsrever be graleful fsr.”

| "'.“'. T _-L EMILY HUDSON HURST

EL A HEID TS — Rocky Mount, VA

Richmond, VA : ' i i CLINICAL NEUROSCIENCE
EUROSCIENCE R = G TE
,_a.__,:. ““;’J

FAVORITE QUOTE:
“Be the change thal you wioh ls dee in the werld” -Gandhi

w5l
/// I
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Our Seniors

BRIANNA JANOCHA

Middletown, DE
CLINICAL NEUROSCIENCE

DILLON JENKINS

Emporia, VA
COMPUTATIONAL AND SYSTEMS
NEUROSCIENCE

SEOK MI

Vienna, VA
CLINICAL NE

DANA ELIGIA

JOHNSON

Bronx, NY
CLINICAL NEUROSCIENCE
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Our Seniors

LISA KRIPOWICZ

Manassas, VA
COMPUTATIONAL AND
SYSTEMS NEUROSCIENCE

FAVORITE MEMORY:

“Jumping ls Enler Sandman in
Tane Stadium

lo- enjoying a ounny aflernssn en a

veranda on

: hao made
¥ my lime att Virginia, Tech unjorgel-

lable wao
lhe Jpiendp by my oide.”

JORDAN LANDRY

Chesapeake, VA
EXPERIMENTAL
NEUROSCIENCE

FAVORITE

QUOTE:
“Tt io paradenical, yet
lrue, lo oay, thal The
more we know, the mere
igrsrant we
become in the aboelule
venve, jor iLio only
thal we become
limilaliono.”
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Our Seniors

BHAVYA LANKIPALLI

Cary, NC
CLINICAL NEUROSCIENCE

FAVORITE QUOTE:

“Uosu can’ go back and change the beginning, bul you can dlart

where you are and change Ve ending.”
- C.S. Tewio

ALEXIS ELAINE GELACIO LAPID

Virginia Beach, VA IAN LEVI
COGNITIVE AND BEHAVIORAL NEUROSCIENCE Orlando, F

EXPERIMEN

FAVORITE
FAVORITE QUOTE: for the firot lime
“Reaching my full (aclisn) pelential’
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Our Seniors

KAYLEY MANARCHUCK

Burke, VA
COGNITIVE AND BEHAVIORAL NEUROSCIENCE

FAVORITE QUOTE:
“Coeryone b a walking dlory. Rillisns ¢f
perpeclives, dreamo Us- be chaved, hearld Ts be
=N opened, pavoisno Ts be didcsvered and momentd
lo- be crealed. Seeking lo oee

-
"4 f
/-

: 0020
o BE A #Hokie2020
3TJB— - s 3

vOND EXCITE
BE - i

ADHAVAN
pringfield, VA

EUROSCIENCE ELIZABETH MAQUERA

Springfield, VA
EXPERIMENTAL NEUROSCIENCE

FAVORITE MEMORY: |
o il weeks of my freohman

year, T
decided ls-play club waler pols.
Joining
waler pels hao been one of the beol
deciviond Tve ever made.”
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Our Seniors

ANOO MASKERI
Vienna, VA

EXPERIMENTAL NEUROSCIENCE

FAVORITE

FAVORITE MEMORY: “Tale night N'X
“Participaling in the Big Cvenl every year.”

SAMANTHA ANN MCCHESNEY REAGAN
Kirkland, WA Moneta, VA

EAST CAMPBELL

N HALL

320 'E-m“:fe'@i'i o il

CLINICAL
NEUROSCIENCE

Memory Book | May 16 | Class of 2020 Memory Book | May 16 | Class of 2020



School of Neuroscience | College of Science | Virginia Tech School of Neuroscience | College of Science | Virginia Tech

Our Seniors

MADISON ROSE NOBLE

Mechanicsville, VA
CLINICAL NEUROSCIENCE

FAVORITE QUOTE:

“Flappirneos can be Jound, ever in the darkeol sf
lime, if ore only remembers lo

lurn on the light.” -Albuo Dumbledsre

NEHA OGALE

Ashburn VA
COGNITIVE AND BEHAVIORAL NEUROSCIENCE

FAVORITE MEMORY:
“Fiking Nragen’s Teslh and climbing up lo The very lop of
the losth.”
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Our Seniors

JARED AKIRA OKADA MARIAM

Fairfax, VA — ‘ : Ashburn, v
' CLINICAL i __ |
| NEUROSCIENCE

FAVORITE MEMORY:  “Travelling up ts sunoel hill sff of Clay Steeel with oome Jriendo Jor a. werdhip
night my [peokman year.”

VALERIA ORTIZ GARECA

Lorton, VA
CLINICAL NEUROSCIENCE

ALEXIS
Chesapeak

SR\ ORITE

EMORY:
“THy fawerile memory of my lime during “UT wao having the CLINICAL NE

opporlunily le oludy abread!”
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Our Seniors

RITI PANT

Chantilly, VA NICOLE LORRAINE PERITZ
York, PA

CLINICAL £
EUROSCIENCE 5at%

Ay
Ok O
b

EUROSCIENCE

FAVORITE QUOTE:
“Life i0 a journey lo be experienced,
nel a problem ls be dolved.”

- Winnie
the Pooh

MADISON GRACE PHILHOWER
Richmond, VA

P

asSnNington St. SW

CLINICAL NEUROSCIENCE
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Our Seniors

NIKITA PIKE
Reston, VA

l
JOHNSTON HALL
120 Washington St. SW [f;

FAVORITE

“Fome io nel vi

waler. Tt io te pi
FAVORITE MEMORY: Jonnifer Wor

“Vioiling Tucerne, Swilgerland during the Neursocience Sludy bread.”
KAYLA P

CAROLYN NICOLE POLLOCK Mington.

Virginia Beach, VA
CLINICAL NEUROSCIENCE

me 0

(-
2

—
\ W ol v Y Ll ey i sl -

AVORITE QUOTE:
“T juol werk here”
- Dp. Senlheimer

&

FAVORITE
“Going on e

Memory Book | May 16 | Class of 2020 Memory Book | May 16 | Class of 2020




School of Neuroscience | College of Science | Virginia Tech

Memory Book | May 16 | Class of 2020

E MEMORY:
ne T jumped ls Cnller
ed, by all my Jriendo.
ol a beller lradilion.”

School of Neuroscience | College of Science | Virginia Tech

Our Seniors

SASHA MARIE REYNOLDS
Vienna, VA

COMPUTATIONAL
AND SYSTEMS
NEUROSCIENCE

ALEXANDRA NICOLE RHODES

Chantilly, VA
COGNITIVE AND BEHAVIORAL NEUROSCIENCE

FAVORITE MEMORY:
“Ring Qancel”
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Our Seniors

GISELLE NICOLE RIVERO

BALLON

Sterling, VA
EXPERIMENTAL NEUROSCIENCE

FAVORITE MEMORY:
“Being a part of the TVRTV
communily Ursugh vervice.”

FORREST J. ROBERTSON AMY ELI

f Virginia Beach, VA Chesterfiell
@ CLINICAL NEUROSCIENCE

4 FAVORITE MEMORY:
“THy favsrile memory al “Virginia Tech io when my resmmaled and T were

able ls go oee College Camefay.”

TANMAYA RODDA

Manassas, VA
CLINICAL NEUROSCIENCE

FAVORITE MEMORY:
“Living on my swn for e firol lime,
yel
olill being oupporiled by my fellow

Hokieo” : FAVORITE
“Ty faverie m
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Our Seniors

Nikita Nanna Schroll-McLaughlin

Leesburg, VA
CLINICAL NEUROSCIENCE

CHASE ROBERT SCHULTE
HAEFER Burke, VA

Stafford, VA CLINICAL NEUROSCIENCE
ROSCIENCE

N W/ia

e FRRN W

FAVORITE MEMORY:

“Hanoas Cityy Chielo won the Super
Bowl.”
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Our Seniors

POOJA S

MEGHAN WALKER SEDOVY

Lexington, VA
CLINICAL
NEUROSCIENCE

FAVORITE QUOTE: T Burke, VA
“A poove ad, edve.” CLINICAL NE

ANA SHAFFI
Waterford, VA

CLINICAL
NEUROSCIENCE

ﬂnewewha[wed&wﬂbm
s are we whal lime doed wilh
M?”

- THahmesud Narwioh
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Our Seniors

ERYNN SORENSEN

Norfolk, VA
COMPUTATIONAL AND SYSTEMS NEUROSCIENCE

FAVORITE MEMORY:
“Draveling wih VT Engage on a dervice immerdion rip lo- Perv during the oummer of 2077

NICOLE LOUISE SPIEZIO

Silver Spring, MD
CLINICAL NEUROSCIENCE

T CAMPBELL

EA'S

HALL ‘
\ |
-. 320 Drilltield Dr.
. B JOY SMITH FAVORITE MEMORY:
¢ %‘,& Manassas, VA Crjsging the view Jrom, Bald, Husb alt unoel with friend.
= ‘
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Our Seniors

AMBER ELISE STEPHENS

Virginia Beach, VA
CLINICAL NEUROSCIENCE

FAVORITE MEMORY:
“THy fawerile memory o when T wao en the field for fsslball game day Jor reocue. Experiencing Enler Sandman sn e

Jield wao amaging.”

MICHAELA
GRACE

STEVENS
orth Dinwiddie,
VA

-

CLINICAL

NEUROSCIENCE .

i

W b

Memory Book | May 16 | Class of 2020

Memory Book | May 16 | Class of 2020




School of Neuroscience | College of Science | Virginia Tech School of Neuroscience | College of Science | Virginia Tech

Our Seniors

KATIE VAN

NUYS

Leesburg, VA
COGNITIVE AND

BEHAVIORAL
NEUROSCIENCE [

FAVORITE MEMORY:
“THy laol home Jsslhall game. THy whele Jamily violled, ad well ad my resmmale’s family, oe degpile the rain and cold,
we made the medt o} it and had a lel of fun.”

WILHELM HARRY

VENITZ

Richmond, VA
CLINICAL
NEUROSCIENCE

FAVORITE MEMORY:

“Firol week of ochssl Jredhman year: T wao able le meel d6 marny new and

W inlereoling pesple and, build, osme ljelong Jrienddhipo which id osmelhing T will
A lruly cherioh Jrem “Virginia, Tech.”

, , G eSO Preqram 8 _ O e
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Our Seniors

MARIA VILLAFUERTE
~Arlington, VA

CLINICAL
NEUROSCIENCE

FAVORITE MEMORY:
“THaking newrsdcience group chald wilh my jriendd and
vending memed of sur prefedssrs le- eave the pain of how
difficull seme examo were.”

RACHAEL ELIZABETH WARD
Vienna, VA

EXPERIMENTAL
NEUROSCIENCE

FAVORITE

MEMORY:
“Going on am imprompli
ead, lrip le TVerth Carelina
lo- oee The eclipoe. We
walched the eclipoe froma,
rock in the middle of a
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Our Seniors
WEBSTER
esapeake, VA HANNAH ELOISE

EUROSCIENCE WILDING
Pittsburgh, PA

CLINICAL NEUROSCIENCE

RYAN WILLIAMS
Roanoke, VA

EXPERIMENTAL NEUROSCIENCE
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Our Seniors

MEREDITH K WILSON

Richmond, VA
CLINICAL NEUROSCIENCE -

» LKA B cabo fisht; <o/

;@

i*.v

FAVORITE

FAVORITE QUOTE: Ty favorits

“T wao paliert, ay-eh. TVew T can dcream thal we made &. TVeow
everyore, everywhere 7 go, they ‘qralulalions.” -Quave

MOLLIE MCKENZIE WOODS SARAH

Roanoke, VA Wincheste
COGNITIVE AND BEHAVIORAL NEUROSCIENCE CLINICAL NE

.-. - ;t', A

FAVORITE MEMORY:

“Velping lo- olart a nalisnal service dsorsrily, Omega Phi Alpha.

T mel 26 mary pesple whe- are deme of my beol friendo and T wao
henored s service ao Prevident of the srqanigalion my jurisr and

oenisr year.
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TAYLOR MARIE WYNNE

Virginia Beach, VA
CLINICAL NEUROSCIENCE

= * P

FAVORITE QUOTE:
“Tn vain have you acquired knswledge if you have nel imparied i lo
olhers.” -Qewleronsmy Rabbah

CLASS OF 2020!

Ce=o
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Information about our Majors

Students in the School of Neuroscience program learn directly from experts in the field
about advances in genetic, cellular, molecular, cognitive and systems Neuroscience.

Graduates of the Clinical Neuroscience major have completed a
curriculum that promotesadetailed understanding of genetic, cellular
and molecular mechanisms underlying diseases and disorders of the
nervous system. Several Clinical Neuroscience courses emphasize
the translation of research findings into clinical practice and the role
and responsibility that health

care plays in society.

Graduates of the Cognitive and Behavioral Neuroscience major have
completed a curriculum that focuses on thought processes in humans.
These students have explored a wide array of topics including sensory
and motor systems, learning, memory, decision-making, language,
sleep, mood, awareness, and attention.

Graduates of the Computational and Systems Neuroscience major
have undertaken an interdisciplinary branch of Neuroscience that
incorporates theoretical and experimental approaches to understand
the brain. Graduates from this major have explored tools and
techniques that neuroscientists use to make sense of vast datain hope
of finding solutions to neurological diseases as well as understanding
processes such as decision-making, addiction, motivation, and more.

%’1’ s?x}’c{%g Graduates of the Experimental Neuroscience major have completed
Y %ﬁ,% a curriculum that prepares students for a hands-on career in science
W o 88 or science education. These graduates have gained a comprehensive
éﬁﬁ}’ understanding of genes, molecules, and cells that are the building
blocks of the brain. Furthermore, many Experimental Neuroscience
15 students have taken part in undergraduate
research.
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Commencement Keynote Speaker

Dr. Hodes’ work in mice and human subjects
identifies the underlying biology that contributes
to vulnerability and resilience to stress and
mood disorders respectively. She is interested
in understanding how the sex of an individual
contributes to their susceptibility to stress and
depression. Hergoalistodevelop novel personalized
treatments and bioassays for mental illness so these
disorders can be medically diagnosed and treated
effectively.

Dr. Hodes’ initial education was in the liberal arts.
She received a B.A. in Drama/Dance from Bard
College and worked as an actor and a designer in
New York City. In 1999, she went back to school and
obtained post-baccalaureate training at Hunter
College in order to pursue a graduate degree in
Neuroscience. At Hunter she experienced her first
foray into research studying sensory behavior in
electric catfish at the American Museum of Natural
History and mirror self recognition in Beluga whales
at the New York Aquarium. Dr. Hodes was accepted
into the laboratory of Dr. Tracey Shors at Rutgers University in 2001. She received her
Ph.D. from the Behavioral and Systems Neuroscience division of the Psychology program
in 2007. At Rutgers University her research explored sex differences in the effects of
stress on learning and brain plasticity across the lifespan. In 2007, she began postdoctoral
training in Pharmacology with Dr. Irwin Lucki at the University of Pennsylvania examining
the contribution of growth factors and adult neurogenesis to genetic and sex differences
in vulnerability to stress. In 2010, she joined the laboratory of Dr. Scott Russo as a post-
doctoral fellow for training in molecular neuroscience. Her work at Mt. Sinai focused on
neuro-immunological and epigenetic mechanisms contributing to individual differences
in stress susceptibility. In 2013, she received a postdoctoral NARSAD young investigator
award to examine the role of the cytokine Interleukin-6 in stress susceptibility. In 2015,
she was promoted to Assistant Professor at Mt. Sinai. In 2016, she left Mt. Sinai to join the
newly formed School of Neuroscience at Virginia Tech as an Assistant professor where she
received a second NARSAD young investigator award to examine sex differences in the
effects of stress on the peripheral immune system. She is an author of over 50 scientific
papers and has contributed to 3 different textbooks. She currently runs her own research
laboratory at Virginia Tech examining how sex differences in the immune system interact
with the brain to drive behavioral differences in susceptibility and resiliency to stress.
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ALUMNI

Stay engaged within the School of Neuroscience and continue to be involved with Virginia
Tech community.

Learn about alumni: hitps://wwwalumnivtedu/

Join the School of Neuroscience LinkedIn nitps://wwwlinkedin.com/
groups/8633446/
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Further Information

https://neuroscience.vt.edu

n https://facebook.com/VirginiaTechNeuro/

’v Twitter https://twitter.com/vtneuro




